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Schedule of  
the Provincial Minister  

for the month of April, 2019 
 

 April 1-5: Racine, WI: English Speaking 
Conference of Franciscans meeting. 

 April 9-11: Quincy, IL: Provincial Council 
meeting. 

 April 15-17: Silver Spring, MD: Visit postu-
lants. 

 April 22-25: Chicago, IL: Meeting of major 
superiors with Cardinal Cupich; meeting 
of members of the CTU Corporation. 

 April 25-28: Parma, OH: Meeting of Padua 
Board of Trustees; Padua’s “Bruin Bash.” 

Three Vietnamese Seminarians  
Visit Galena, AK 

 

Three  Vietnamese seminarians, currently studying at 
Holy Angels Seminary in Connecticut, were 
sent to Galena, AK, for a week-long experi-

ence. The diocesan vocation director planned the “Come and See” ad-

venture and Bishop Chad gave his blessing. Fr. Thinh 
Tran, O.F.M., and Fr. Joe Hemmer, O.F.M., hosted 
the event. Fr. Joe shared his over 30 years of mis-
sionary experience in the interior of Alaska with the 
seminarians. 
An update on the other friars: Bro. Justin Huber, 
O.F.M., is in the states visiting his family and Bro. 
Bobby Joe Ruzicka, O.F.M., continues his ministry in 

Nulato. I (Fr. Thinh) recently spent two weeks in Nulato and Koyukuk 
and have returned to Galena. 
The weather in Alaska has been warm, more or less 40 degrees. We 
are not able to make any snow mobile trips between Nulato, Koyukuk 
and Galena due to melting ice and rain. We appreciate all your prayers. 
 
Photo to the right: L-R: Hoa Nguyen, Paul Vinh Nguyen, Fr. Thinh, OFM, 
and Antony Lam Vo. Photo to the left: with Fr. Joe Hemmer, OFM. 
Peace and All Good! 

O 
n 
Wednes-
day, 
March 13, 

St. Peter's in the Loop 
in Chicago, IL, hosted a 
luncheon the friars 
called "Breaking Bread 
with our Neighbors in 
Need." Ed Shea, OFM, 
and SHP affiliate Mary 
Ellen Castroverde, pro-
cured donations of 

sumptuous food from a dozen nearby restaurants, more than 30 volunteers, and a 
number of friars assisted in the setting 
up, greeting, serving, and cleanup. In 
addition to over 40 men and women in 
need of a good meal, friars, the volun-
teers, and even attendees at the noon-
hour Masses sat down and enjoyed the 
feast together -- a preview of the heav-
enly banquet that awaits us all. We hope 
this is just the beginning of an enduring 
St. Peter's tradition to be celebrated of-
ten. 

Submitted by Ed Tverdek, OFM 
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Patrick Degraa, OFM  

1852-1921  
 

ather Patrick, a native of Germany 
and son of a wealthy brewer, came 
to the United States in 1875, inde-
pendent of the two groups of ex-

iles that traveled to the United States that year. He ar-
rived before any of the others and was immediately ac-
cepted into the Order. Father Casimir Vogt found him at 
the door of the friary and described him as “a heavy-set, 
tall young man, twenty-three years old, having a fine 
beard and wearing a cylinder hat.” 

During the forty-one years of his priesthood, Father Pat-
rick distinguished himself as an apostle among the Na-
tive Americans of Wisconsin. A confrere and fellow mis-
sionary wrote of him: “From Ashland or Bayfield, Father 
Patrick attended with great zeal a number of scattered 
missions: Drumond, Mason, Cabel, Highbridge, Melon, 
Marengo, Iron River, Cornucopia, Washburn. He built 
churches and fitted them out for divine service. To do 
this, he would call on the lumbermen employed in the 
logging camps of northern Wisconsin and ask them for a 
donation. At times, to procure the necessary funds, he 
would arrange a raffle. 

“In Iron River he needed a church bell; and although his 
parishioners were poor, he got the bell. How did he do 

it? A good hearted man gave him 
a horse, and Father Patrick had a 
raffle for the animal at fifty cents 
a chance. The money came in 
plentifully, but an unexpected 
thing happened. Before the raffle 
could be held, the poor horse 
died. 

“What was to be done in this per-
plexing situation? Well, the dis-
appointed pastor simply told his 
people on the next Sunday just 
what had happened; and, it is related, he did this in the 
following words: ‘My dear people, you know we sold 
chances on a horse, but something unforeseen has hap-
pened. The horse died. I’m sorry about this. But now 
what is to be done? Well, I would say, those who want 
their fifty cents back should please call for it and those 
who would rather have the horse may go get it.’ Happily 
no one came for his fifty cents and no one except the 
scavenger wanted the horse. 

“Fr. Patrick was a unique singer. The notes never both-
ered him, nor did he need them... Father Patrick’s musi-
cal accomplishments were not unknown in the cathedral 
of Superior. At the Blessing of the Holy Oils on Holy 
Thursday, the altar boys would eagerly away the perfor-
mance of the big priest with the sonorous voice; and 
when he sang his piece, they could hardly stop tittering 
and laughing.” 

From SHP Necrology  

Remembering Our Brothers 

 

 March 30 Aloys Jost  (66) 
 March 31 Robert Ruzicka (72) 
 April 1  William Schulte (72) 
 April 3  Justin Belitz  (84) 
 April 3  James Walton (81) 
 April 3  Vaughn Fayle (59) 
 April 4  Ted Haag  (66) 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 
We ask all readers of the ATP to please pray with 

us the following intention: 
 
 “May we all find what it is that we can do in 

the process of revitalization and restructuring.” 
 
 
† Austin Mysliwiec, OFM, 74 (BVM), died on Feb-
ruary 17, in Seymour, WI. 
 
† Emeric Nordmeyer, OFM, 92 (OLG), died on 
March 15, 2019 in Albuquerque, NM. 
 

†May the souls of the faithful 
departed  

through the mercy of God  
rest in peace. 

 
 


